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growing his company.

In the *90s, Fritz bought both a Shovelhead
and a 540 K'TM dirt bike from Walt, but he
lost both of those in a barn fire. Walt contin-
ued to refine his building style and began
taking his practical and successful formula of
the ‘80s and “90s into what he is now known
for; the melding of the functional and the
purely artistic into a signature look that is un-
deniably Siegl

Fritz is the perfect customer for Walt, He
has cultural roots in Europe (where Walt's
bikes are very popular) and he has a deep ap-
preciation for art and motorcycles. So the
commission that Fritz requested in the winter
of 2007 was to become the motorcycle you
see on these pages.

Walt Siegl, the builder, worked until recent-
ly in a brick building on Long Island just
yards from the East River. Originally this
building served as a whale processing plant.
Now, many generations later, Walt Siegl occu-
pied the basement rooms; his 6°2" frame had
to stoop bencath the ancient infrastructure
criss-crossing through his shop space. Here,
Walt fuses thought, art, metal and fuel into
moving sculptures.

It is not hard to become friends with Walt
Siegl. 1 did it casily on a Sunday afternoon
three years ago and it remains one of the most
inspiring relationships 1 have. Walt is hand-
some with a voice that fits him: tall and confi-
dent with an accent hard to place after being
molded by 18 years in Austria, 2 in France, 4
in Russia and more than 23 in New York. His
bikes speak far more for his artistry than he
will ever speak for himself.

Walt knew Fritz Dietl for many years prior
to this commission, and to hear the thought
process that Walt goes through to explain the
origins of this bike 1s a testament to the artist
behind the bike builder.

Walt says, “Fritz came to me with only a
few requirements and then he stepped back to
let me create the bike. This bike utilizes an
enginc that Fritz alrcady had. The aftermarket
cases are Delkron, with the top end of a *76
Shovelhead. The only thing he wanted was




something light and fun to ride. He didn’t
even specify *60s bikes, but | knew that al-
though he collected exotic, “high output™ ma-
chines, Fritz at his heart really liked the *60s
style of motorcycle. So | started building
something that had the look of a bike that he
and I grew up with. It has the simple profile
like those of the BSA, Triumph, and Hondas,
but I had to make it with a rigid frame.
Nothing is as fun as riding a rigid frame
bike."”

Walt continually stepped back to look at the
outline of this bike to maintain that stance
He used an 18" rear tire, raised seat, 19" front
wheel, and worked to keep the original profile
in his design. The frame is a "57 straight-leg
and represents a key element to the build. It
reflects the use of modified stock parts from
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